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the Emperor had already consulted Chin Qilich Khan
about this matter, and explained to him the situation. For
quite a long while, the Emperor had been endeavouring to
bring the Turdni party of his Court, which had Firuz Jang,
Chin Qilich Khan and Muhammad Amin Khan as its leaders,
to support the claims of Kam Bakhsh as against the preten-
sions of A'zam who enjoyed the backing of the Persian party.
At Aurangzib's death, Chin Qilich Khan was still at Bijapur.
After giving charge of the province to prince Kam Bakhsh,
he joined Muhammad Amin Khan who was appointed in
command of the Prince's escort. The Turdnis, for reasons of
their own, deserted the Prince in this crisis, though they had
been purposely appointed for his protection, by Aurangzib.1

Both Chin Qilich Khan and Muhammad Amin Khan, on
grounds of prudence, joined A'zam Shah in his march towards
Aurangabad. A'zam Shah, to win over Chin Qilich Khan
whom he knew to be the most influential person in the Turdni
party, conferred on him the tide of Khan-i-Dauran, which the
latter felt constrained to accept. He left A'zam Shah, with
his troops, in the neighbourhood of Aurangabad, on the pre-
text of his presence being required in the Deccan, and made
himself master of the adjoining territory.2 He, too, like his
father Firuz Jang, decided not to take any active part in the
imminent wars of succession between the sons of Aurangzib.

Zulfiqar Khan and Tarbiyat Khan joined Aczam at
Aurangabad. It was chiefly at the suggestion of the former
that Sahu, son of Sambhaji, who was in custody for eighteen
years, was set at liberty. This was a move to divert the atten-
tion of Tara Bai's generals and to sow dissension among the
Maratha chiefs. The plan succeeded beyond expectation. The
Maratha chiefs inflamed by mutual jealousy, got involved
in a civil war which gave the Mughals some breathing-time.
Knowing as he did the growing power of the Marathas,
A'zam, at the suggestion of Zulfiqar Khan, granted Sahu
the right of realizing Chauth* and Sardeshmukhfi from the
six Siabahs of the Deccan, on condition that the latter and his
half-brother Madan would accept the position of a feuda-

1 Iradat Khan, p. 12.           a Khaf! Khan, op. cit., p. 572.

8 One-fourth of the whole revenue of the state exacted by freebooters.

4 Ten per cent over and above the levy of chauth.